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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see REMAKRS, filed 04/29/2008, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1, 9 and 15 under 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Ozaki and Wolcott et al. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 6, 9, 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ozaki (JP10-031265) in view of Wolcott et al. (US Patent#7158945). 
Regarding claim 1, Ozaki teaches an announcement method for a portable terminal 
(image-capturing device) comprising an image-capture section, the method comprising 
outputting a predetermined announcement sound when trying to take a picture (abstract, 
paragraph 0004). 

But, Ozaki does not expressly disclose changing to a camera mode. 

Wolcott et al. teach a camera having different modes, wherein audible sounds are made 

when the user changes modes (column 1 1 lines 60-62, obviously as audible 

announcement). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate making audible announcement when changing modes 
taught by Wolcott et al. into the announcement method of Ozaki for mode change 
announcement purpose. 

Regarding claim 9, Ozaki teaches a portable terminal comprising: 
an image-capturing section (3 of Fig. 1); 
a sounding body (6 of Fig. 1); and 

a control section which outputs a predetermined announcement sound from the 
sounding body when it has been detected that imaging-capturing section being 
used (paragraphs 0005-0009). 
But, Ozaki does not expressly disclose the portable terminal comprising a selecting 
section, which selects a camera mode for using the image-capturing section and 
announcing when detecting the selecting section has selected the camera mode. 
Wolcott et al. teach a camera having different modes, wherein audible sounds are made 
when the user changes modes (column 1 1 lines 60-62, obviously as audible 
announcement). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate making audible announcement when changing modes 
taught by Wolcott et al. into the announcement method of Ozaki for mode change 
announcement purpose. 
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Regarding claims 4 and 12, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach the limitations of claims 1 and 
9. 

Ozaki teaches wherein, in the camera mode, the output of the announcement sound is 
stopped while recording an image captured by the image-capturing section (paragraphs 
0005-0009, wherein no announcement is made during image capturing), which is 
obviously interpreted as prohibiting output sound while recording an image. 

Regarding claims 6 and 14, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach the limitations of claims 1 and 
9. 

Ozaki teaches the control section restricts the output level of the predetermined 
announcement sound to a fixed output level, where obviously the output level of speaker 
in the portable terminal is predetermined. 

3. Claims 3, 7-8, 1 1 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ozaki (JP10-031265) in view of Wolcott et al. (US Patent#7158945) 
and Homma et al. (US Patent#6950126). 

Regarding claim 15, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach a portable terminal as explained in 
response to claim 9 above. 

But, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. do not expressly disclose outputting a predetermined 
announcement sound when an image-capturing button has been half-pressed. 
Homma et al. teach a portable terminal having the capability of detecting state of half- 
pressed button in camera mode (column 7 lines 49-60). It would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize that embed announcement of Ozaki can be 
outputted in detecting half-pressed signal instead of full-pressed signal by designer's 
preference, especially for the objective of making public warning prior to a camera shot. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate detecting half-pressed button in camera mode taught 
by Homma et al. into the announcement method of Ozaki and Wolcott et al, in order to 
trigger public warning prior to a camera shot. 

Regarding claims 3 and 11, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach the limitations of claims 1 and 
9. 

But, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach the announcement sound is outputted from one of a 
speaker for announcing incoming-calls or an ear speaker. 

Homma et al. teach a portable camera phone (abstract, Fig. 1), wherein obviously the 
announcement sound is outputted from one of a speaker for announcing incoming-calls 
since the speaker of the portable terminal is the only available sound-outputting device. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate using phone speaker to make announcement for a 
camera phone taught by Homma et al. into the announcement method of Ozaki and 
Wolcott et al, in order to output announcement. 

Regarding claim 7, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach an announcement method for an 
image-capturing device as explained in response to claim 15 above. 
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Regarding claims 8 and 16, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach the limitations of claims 7 and 
15. 

Wolcott et al. teach making audible sound when a new picture is taken (column 1 1 lines 
60-61), but Ozaki and Wolcott et al. do not expressly disclose further comprising the step 
of outputting another predetermined announcement sound when the image-capturing 
button is fully-pressed. 

Homma et al. teach detecting whether a button being fully-pressed (column 7 lines 49- 
60), which would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
announcement of Ozaki into triggered at detection of button being fully-pressed by 
design preference in warning bystanders of camera shooting. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the announcement method of Ozaki and Wolcott et al. 
with using triggering detection of button being fully-pressed taught by Homma et al. as 
triggering public announcement by design preference. 



4. Claims 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ozaki (JP 10-03 1265) in view of Wolcott et al. (US Patent#7158945) and Ogino (JP1 1- 
168646). 

Regarding claim 2 and 10, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach the limitations of claims 1 and 
9. 

But, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. do not expressly disclose comprising a timing section 
which measure time, wherein the timing section outputs a signal each time a fixed period 
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of time elapses after it was detected that the selection section has selected the camera 
mode, and wherein the control section causes the sounding body to output the 
predetermined announcement sound whenever the signal is output from the timing 
section. 

Ogino teaches a photographic device having a timing device and carrying out periodic 
voice generation (paragraph 0026) in voicing out camera operation, which would have 
been obvious to be noticed by people around. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate periodic voice generation in photographic device 
taught by Ogino into the modified method and device of Ozaki and Wolcott et al., in 
order to attract attentions of others to notice the operation of the camera in image-capture. 

5. Claims 5 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ozaki (JP10-031265) in view of Wolcott et al. (US Patent#7 158945) and Chen (US 
Patent#5530432). 

Regarding claims 5 and 13, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. teach the limitations of claims 1 and 
9. 

But, Ozaki and Wolcott et al. do not expressly disclose the announcement sound is output 
only in a case where the luminance around the portable terminal is less than a 
predetermined brightness. 

Chen teaches an alarm device output sound in a case where the luminance around it is 
less than a predetermined brightness (column 1 lines 6-1 1), which would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize its utility in warning photographer 
low light environment as the same in warning hidden camera usage environment, hidden 
in the dark. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize and 
utilize the invention of Chen into the method and portable terminal of Ozaki and Wolcott 
et al. for alerting people around to achieve the purpose of preventing camera from hidden 
operation. 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ZHIYU LU whose telephone number is (571)272-2837. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Weekdays: 9AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IZ. LJ /Nay A. Maung/ 
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